
HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

I. DEFINITION OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM
 At salvation the Holy Spirit is given to indwell all believers. 
(Rom. 8:9) Immediately after salvation, a separate experience is 
available, the baptism with the Holy Spirit. This baptism is the 
overflowing of the Holy Spirit upon and out of the believer. The Holy 
Spirit releases His power, baptizing, or immersing the believer in it. 
Jesus, speaking of the Holy Spirit, said, He who believes in Me, as the 
Scripture has said, out of his heart will flow rivers of living water. 
(John 7:38)

II. THE PURPOSE OF THE HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM
 A. TO EMPOWER FOR LIVING
 Paul commanded all believers to be filled with the Spirit. 
(Ephesians 5:18) We need the fullness of the Holy Spirit's power to 
live for God, manifesting the fruit of the Spirit and the gifts of the 
Spirit.
 B. TO EMPOWER FOR SERVICE
 The baptism empowers the believer for service. Jesus said to His 
disciples, You shall receive power when the Holy Spirit has come upon 
you; and you shall be witnesses to Me in Jerusalem, and in all Judea 
and Samaria, and to the end of the earth. (Acts 1:8)
 C. TO EMPOWER FOR SPIRITUAL WARFARE
 The baptism enables the believer to battle against demonic 
forces, particularly through prayer. (Ephesians 6:12,18; 2 Corinthians 
10:3-6) We are able to pray in the Spirit both with understanding and 
tongues (1 Corinthians 14:15) and with groanings (Romans 8:26).

III. SCRIPTURES CONCERNING THE HOLY SPIRIT 
BAPTISM
 



A. THE PROMISE
 John the Baptist said that Jesus would baptize believers with the 
Holy Spirit. (Mark 1:8) Jesus promised to baptize with the Holy Spirit. 
(Acts 1:5) With the baptism He promised power. (Acts 1:8) As 
evidence of the baptism, He promised every willing believer the sign 
of speaking with a new tongue (an unlearned language). (Mark 16:17)
 
B. THE FULFILLMENT
 The Holy Spirit came upon the disciples at Pentecost with power 
and signs: And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to 
speak with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance. (Acts 2:4)

 C. THE UNIVERSAL AVAILABILITY
 The baptism with the Holy Spirit is available for every believer. 
Peter said, For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all 
who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call. (Acts 2:39)
 D. THE INITIAL PHYSICAL EVIDENCE
 The initial evidence of receiving the baptism with the Holy Spirit 
is speaking in an unknown language, tongues, as seen below.
  1. THE DISCIPLES
  The disciples spoke with other tongues, which on that 
occasion were unlearned languages from other countries. (Acts 2:4)
  2. CORNELIUS AND HIS HOUSEHOLD
  While Peter was sharing the Gospel with the Gentiles, the 
Holy Spirit was poured out on them, with the accompanying sign: For 
they heard them speak with tongues and magnify God. (Acts 10:45,46)
  3. THE EPHESIAN BELIEVERS
  Paul baptized some Ephesian believers in water in the 
name of Jesus, And when Paul had laid hands on them, the Holy Spirit 
came upon them, and they spoke with tongues and prophesied. (Acts 
19:6)
  4. THE SAMARITAN BELIEVERS
  After the Samaritan believers received Christ and were 
baptized in water, Peter and John laid hands on them, and they 
received the Holy Spirit. And when Simon saw that through the laying 
on of the apostles' hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them 



money. (Acts 8:17,18) While tongues is not mentioned as the sign 
noticed by Simon, it can be implied that it was tongues, because in the 
three cases above where the sign is mentioned, it is tongues.
  5. THE APOSTLE PAUL
  Upon Paul's conversion, Ananias said to Paul, Brother Saul, 
the Lord Jesus, who appeared to you on the road as you came, has sent 
me that you may receive your sight and be filled with the Holy Spirit 
Immediately there fell from his eyes something like scales, and he 
received his sight at once; and he arose and was baptized. (Acts 
9:17,18) While receiving the baptism of the Holy Spirit with the 
evidence of 

tongues is not specifically stated, it is reasonable to imply that Paul 
received it on this occasion. We certainly know he did receive it, as 
evidenced by his discussion of tongues in 1 Corinthians 14, and 
particularly in his statement in verse 18: I thank my God I speak with 
tongues more than you all; yet in the church I would rather speak five 
words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten 
thousand words in a tongue.

IV. THE NATURE AND VALUE OF TONGUES

 A. WE SPEAK TO GOD
 As we speak or sing in tongues, we pray to God. (1 Cor. 
 14:2,14)
 B. WE SPEAK MYSTERIES
 When praying in tongues the believer does not understand what 
he is saying. (1 Cor. 14:2) The believer receives the words from the 
Holy Spirit through his own spirit and utters them to God, bypassing 
his mind.
 



 C. WE BUILD OURSELVES UP SPIRITUALLY
 Paul states, He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself. (1 Cor. 
14:4; read also Jude 20) He exhorts us to pray with the spirit and sing 
with the spirit, as well as with the understanding. (1 Cor. 14:15) This 
means we are to pray and sing in tongues, as well as in our learned 
language.
 D. WE SPEAK OF GOD'S WONDERFUL WORKS
 At Pentecost, Jews from other nations heard the Galileans, 
speaking in our own tongues the wonderful works of God. (Acts 2:11)
 E. WE BLESS GOD AND GIVE THANKS
 Paul states when we pray in tongues we are blessing God with 
our 
spiritual man, and we are giving Him thanks. (1 Cor. 14:16,17)
 F. WE SPEAK A MESSAGE IN AN ASSEMBLY
 While tongues are primarily for use in private prayer to God, the 
gift can be used in a message in an assembly. The message in tongues 
is followed by an interpretation given by God in our known language 
of English for all to understand. (1 Cor. 12:10; 14:5,6) The message 
can be either from man to God in prayer and praise (1 Cor. 
14:2,14-17), or from God to man in prophecy or revelation (1 
Corinthians 14:6,21,26).

V. HOW TO MINISTER THE HOLY SPIRIT BAPTISM

 When you pray with a believer to receive the baptism with the 
evidence of speaking in tongues, here are some steps which may help.
 A. SHARE THE WORD
 Briefly and simply explain what the Scriptures say about the 
baptism with the evidence of tongues. (See Section III and IV above.)
 B. EXPLAIN WHAT TO EXPECT
 Briefly explain what the believer should expect to experience. 
Encourage him that God wants him to receive the baptism now.
 C. LEAD IN PRAYER



 Lead the believer in a prayer, which may include the following:
  1. REPENTING OF SIN
  Have the believer confess any sins to God (quietly to 
himself); have him renounce any involvement with the occult, fortune 
telling, horoscopes, etc.; have him forgive anyone who has wronged 
him.
  2. ASKING FOR THE BAPTISM
  Lead him in asking the Father for the baptism with the 
Holy Spirit. (Luke 11:13) Jesus is the baptizer. (Matthew 3:11; Acts 
2:33)
  3. AFFIRMING OF FAITH
  The believer should by faith agree that he is receiving the 
baptism. (Jas 1:68) A lack of faith can block speaking in tongues.
 D. LAY ON HANDS
 Lay your hands on the believer, as was done sometimes in the 
early church. (Acts 8:17; 9:17,18; 19:6)
 E. FOCUS ATTENTION ON THE LORD
 Encourage the believer to relax, focus his attention on Jesus, and 
begin to praise and worship Him. Perhaps he will want to praise the 
Lord in English, at first, with such worshipful statements as 
Hallelujah.
 F. ENCOURAGE SPEAKING IN TONGUES
 Quickly encourage the believer to speak forth in the new 
language 
God gives. Explain that he must in faith begin making sounds with his 
own tongue, lips, and breath. When he does so, the Holy Spirit will 
give him the words to speak. You should pray in tongues along with 
him.

 G. IF SPEAKING IN TONGUES DOESN'T OCCUR
  1. FIND THE REASON
  If the believer isn't speaking in tongues after a brief period, 
it could be for one or more reasons. Here are several possibilities:
   



   a. FAILURE TO SPEAK
   Speaking in tongues, like any language, requires that 
the person speak. Encourage the believer to make any sounds he 
wants, and the Holy Spirit will cause those sounds to be formed into 
definite words.
   b. LACK OF FAITH
   If this is the problem, use God's Word to dispel any 
doubts about God's ability to give or the believer's ability to receive.
   c. EMBARRASSMENT
   If the believer is uncomfortable, put him at ease.
  2. BE ENCOURAGING
  Assure the believer that God will give the evidence of 
speaking in tongues. Have him continue to praise God and speak forth 
confidently whatever syllable or word comes to him, accepting it as the 
beginning of the prayer language.
  3. HANDLE DISCOURAGEMENT
  If he still doesn't speak in tongues, try to prevent 
discouragement. Encourage him to keep trying on his own and God 
will bless him with this gift.
 H. ENCOURAGE THANKSGIVING
 Lead the believer in expressing gratitude to God for His beautiful 
gift. Even if the language is like "babytalk," the believer should receive 
it gratefully. As he continues to pray, that language will develop in 
fluency.
 Remember, the above are only some suggested steps in how to 
minister. Each of us is unique and God is infinitely creative in how He 
bestows the gift of the baptism with the Holy Spirit, with the evidence 
of speaking in tongues.






